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Press Release November 2011

From the Musical Launch Pad

Danish saxophonist Benjamin Koppel has invited legendary French drummer, Daniel Humair to enter the musical field of tension on his new jazz record, QUATRE, TROIS, DEUX, UN. The music is inspired by visual artist Poul Pedersen, known as The Letter Thief for his playfulness with numbers and letters.

We recognize a countdown from rocket launches, explosions and other proceedings, which we don't know where will take us. We count down to the unknown, whether for a launch, a new beginning or a complete destruction. Exploring this tension field, Benjamin Koppel has composed ten movements that toy with the dimensions of a countdown.

The CD titled in French; ”QUATRE, TROIS, DEUX, UN” is composed of ten movements, consisting of four pieces played by a quartet, three by a trio, two duets and a single solo act. The number of musicians is reduced as the countdown advances.

Inspired by The Letter Thief

Benjamin Koppel has found his motive in a series of compositions by the Danish visual artist Poul Pedersen, through 35 years a resident of Paris. Poul Pedersen is also known as The Letter Thief for ”stealing” letters from famous paintings and reusing them in his own art.

More specifically, Koppel has found inspiration in a painting divided into four titled QUATRE, TROIS, DEUX, UN, which is exhibited at Randers Kunstmuseum in Denmark. Poul Pedersen’s sketches are on display in Koppel’s own living room and have become patterns for the music and the albums cover.

”The strict minimalistic arrangement in these pictures has been inspiration for me to compose the music on this album”, Benjamin Koppel explains and continues; ”in all their simplicity, his pictures contain a large philosophical question of Change, Communication and the Unknown. What happens after the 4,3,2,1 – the Countdown?”
A French knights order for Koppel

This album is yet another fruitful result of a seven year cooperation between Benjamin Koppel and Frenchman Daniel Humair. Koppel’s longstanding musical work in France – as well as the rest of the world - was awarded this summer by the French Minister of Culture with the distinguished French ”Ordre des Arts et des Lettres”. So Koppel can now claim the title, Knight of Art and Culture.

To open a jazz promotion in Paris

On the release, alongside with Humair, are the pianist Jacob Anderskov, whom Koppel has played concerts with in Paris, and on double bass, Thommy Andersson, who has been Koppel’s steady partner from - among others - the duo-CD ”The Suddenness of Inventivity”, released to positive reviews earlier this year.

All four musicians also figure as soloists on the album, where the keynotes are receptiveness, instinctive invention, and responsiveness to ideas and impulses the performers between.

The quartet can be experienced live in concert at Le Maison Danois in Paris, where they open for the promotion of Danish jazz by JazzDanmark from the 23rd to 27th November 2011. 

The CD is to be released 23rd November on Cowbell Music and to be distributed throughout Europe by Codaex.

Daniel Humair: Drums (#1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8)

Thommy Andersson: Bass (#1,2,3,4,5,9)

Jacob Anderskov: Piano (#1,2,3,4,6,9)

Benjamin Koppel: Soprano saxophone (#6), mezzo-soprano (#1,3,10), alto saxophone (#2,4,8), baritone saxophone (#5,7,9,)

Track list:

1. Quatre 1 (.4.34)

2. Quatre 2 (4.26)

3. Quatre 3 (5.32)

4. Quatre 4 (5.26)

5. Trois 1 (2,34)

6. Trois 2 (5.22)

7. Trois 3 (3.19)

8. Deus 1 (2.11)

9. Deux 2 (4.23)

10.  Un 1 (1.51)

(Total playing time: 39.36)

Press photos and album cover can be downloaded here:

http://www.cowbellmusic.com/?page_id=1839
For more info please contact:

Jacob Kabel

Cowbell Music

Stadfeldtsvej 10, kld.

2500 Valby

Denmark

+45 70260807 / +45 30257464

info@cowbellmusic.dk
www.cowbellmusic.com
www.benjaminkoppel.dk 




COWBELL MUSIC | Stadfeldtsvej 10 | DK-2500 Valby | +45 7026 0807  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cowbellmusic.dk" �info@cowbellmusic.dk� | � HYPERLINK "http://www.cowbellmusic.com" �www.cowbellmusic.com� | � HYPERLINK "http://www.myspace.com/cowbellmusic" �www.myspace.com/cowbellmusic�  











